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PRESENT: 

As I.A.s. Part 49 of the Supreme 
Court of the . ~tate of New York, 
County of New York 1 ... 60 Centre 
Street/ New Yor~ew York on the 

r}-t-f,f_day of ~ 1988. 
I r 

\. 

HON. KENNETH L. SHORTF.P., 

Justice 
- -- - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -x ~lllllltO"!:. 

f-ECPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORI"., by 
ROBERT ABRAMS, Attorney General of 
the £tate of New York, 

Petitioners, 

- against . ' . 
OGUN P.EFBAL PFerAPCH INSTITUTF. : 
d/b/ a Uf PA HERBAL RESEARCH u:s'T!'!'UTE; 
ALFREDO BCWMAN a/k/a DR. SEBI; 
ANNETT£ THOMAS: ~AA BOWMAN and F!~ 
TREE PRODUCTS CO~PANY, 

Respor.dents. : 
-------------------------------------x 

Index No. 40396/87 

Upon the order to show cause with temporary 

restraining order, granted on February 9, 1987 by P.on. 

1enneth L. Shorter, the petition, verified on February 9, 

1987 by Phillis B. Spaeth, Assistant Attorney General and 

the eYhibits attached theretc, upon the temporary 

restraining order granted by Fon. Kenneth L. Shorter on 

February 18, 1987, the affirmation in reply by Phyllis B. 

Spaeth dated May 14, 1987 and the exhibits attached thereto, 

petitioner's memorandum of law in support of the verified 

petition dated May 14, 1987, the ar.swer of 
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respondents dated June 18, 1987, the a~ended answer of respon· 

dents dated June 24~ .. 1987, the supplemental affidavit by Phyl 1 is 

B. Spaeth dated July 1, 1987, and petitioners' supplemental 

memorandum of law dated July 6, 1987; and 

Trial having commenced on July 1, 1987 before 

Hon. Kenneth L. Shorter, testimony hav"ing been taken on the 1st, 

6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th days of July, 

1987, and the trial having been adjourned until September 4, 

1987 and thence further adjourned; and appearance having been 

made for petitioners, Robert Abrams, Attorney General of the 

State of New York by Peter Bienstock, Mary Hilgeman, Susan 

Rowley and ·Phyllis B. Spaeth, Assistant Attorneys General, and 

for respondents Ogun Herbal Research Institute d/b/a Usha Herbal 

Research Institute, Alfredo Bowman ajk/a Dr. Sebi, Maa Bowman, 

and upon the stipulation and consent 

by the parties and their counsel; anc 

that petitioners, the People of the State 

of New York, commenced this proceeding pursuant to New York 

Executive Law, Section 62(12) against the above•named respon

dents to enjoin alleged fraudulent and illegal acts or practices 

in which respondents are alleged to have been engaged; and 

IT APPEARING that respondents, without admitting that 

they are or have been engaged in any alleged fraudulent or 

illegal acts or practices, are desirous of resolving this matter 

without further trial or adjudication of any issue of fact or 

law herein in order to avoid incurring further substantial costs 
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of Rob-::!rt Abrams, Attorney G~n:::al of t~~ St:<:e 0£ ~?~w York, 

atto~~ay for pgtitioners, by As3is~a~t A~to~~-=Y3 Cen~ral Joh~ 

Cor~in, Mary Hilge~an, Sus3n Rowl~y and Ph7ll~s B. Spa~th, of 

C OU :"l 3 e l , i t i S 

I. 

RZSPONDENT THOMAS 

ORDERED AND DECREED that, whereas petitior.ers and 

respondent Annette Thomas have entered into saparate settle~~ 

discussions, the claims alleg~d against the respondent Annet· 

Thomas shall be and hereby are severed and are not a part of 

this judgment· and order; and it is !urth9r 

I I. 

PARTIES SUBJECT TO ORDER 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that this judgment c 

Order shall extend to Ogun Herbal Research Institu~e d/b/a t 

Herbal Research Institute ("USHA"), Fig Tree Products Compa: 

their principals, officers, directors, employees, agents, 
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permanently ~njoin~d frc::t ~ngEiging in a::y C:-a"..1d·...:!ar:t, c.~ecepti·:~ 

or ill~gal acts oC pr3ctices including# but not limited to: 

1. claiming, orally or in ~=iting, direc~l7 

or by i~?lication, that responda~ts, 

thair s~r'lices or their products can 

cure, mitigate, or in ar.y way relie'le or 

alter the course of AIDS, herpes, le~ke

mia, sickle cell anemia, lupus or any 

other human disease, pain, injury, 

deformity or physical condition; 

2. distributing or publishing any adver

tisement, brochure or ot~er printed 

matter or broadcasting any advertisement 

which claims, directly or by implication, 

that respondents, their services or their 

products, can cure, mitigate or in any 

way relieve or alter the course of AIDS, 

herpes, leukemia, sickle cell anemia, 
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inju.ry deiou:,it:y or ?hys:.-:al c?~·jition; 

3. d1l~nosin7, tr~ati~1 or pr~s~ribing (or 

li~~nse to practice m~di=~~~ or oth~r 

issued by t:1e r:~w Y~ri< Sta :e D-epartm~nt 

of Edu~ation; 

4. selling or oth~r«ise distr:buting any 

prod~cts which are labeled or other«ise 

ad~ertis~d with clai~s regirding the 

product's ability, either alone, or in 

combination with other prcducts or 

procedures, to aid in the diagnosis, 

cure, mitigation, treatment or prevention 

of disease in human~ or ot~er animals; 

5. selling or otherwise distributing any 

products which are labeled or advertised 

with claims regarding the product's 

-ability to affect the structure or any 

function of the body of hw::ans or other 

animals; and it is further 
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give a copy of this Judg~~~t ~nd O~d~: :~ each a~d ev~ry p~rson 

contractor 1 wheth~r currently or int~~ !~ture1 a~d respond~nts 

shall obtain a written rec~ipt of a co;1 of the order from each 

of these persons within 10 days of ser~~e of a copy of this 

Judgment and Ord~r or within three day: of the individual's 

first day of association with any resp,~dent, whichever is 

latar. Respondents shall retain these .ritten receipts as part 

of their business records; and.it is f~ther 

v. 
RESTITUTION 

A. Public Notice 

ORDERED AND DECR~ED that, wi-=.::in 60 days of the entry 

o! this Consent Judgment, respondents s.:::all place three adver

tisements in New York Amsterdam News o::ering a full refund to 

any consumer who claims she/he was or is dissatisfied with any 

~· of respo~ents' products or services. 

·t 
:I 
1j 
,! 

I 

The first advertisement shall be published within 30 

days of the entry of this Judgment and Jrder on Consent and the 

following two advertisements shall be ~lished within 30 days 

of the publication of the first advert:sement; each of of the 3 
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s!ull be in at l~a3t 15 p·:,int tj·pa a~d ~::3~l s~a':e t~.~ 

:ollowing: 

"An"} ona dissa~ist:ied with a-:q o! t:~e 
services of prcducts of USHA ~EREAL R~3EARC~ 
I~STITUTE or Alfredo Bow~an a/k/a "Dr. Sabi" 
can apply for a full refund. Re~.Jest ir.1.1st 
be made no lat~r than (six ~?~t~s fro~ th9 
date of entry of this Consent Jucg~en~), in 
writing, and sent to the New York St~te 
Attorney General, Co~su~er Fra~ds Bureau, 
120 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New York, Ne~ York 
10271 11

; 

and it is further 

B. Refunds 

ORDERED AND DECREED that respond~nts shall for~ard to 

the Attorney General any claims for refunds ma~e directly to 

respondents within five days of receipt of such claims; and it 

is further 

ORDERED AND DECREED that respondents shall, within 30 

days of receipt !rom the Attorney General of the name(s) of 

consumer(s) and the amount of refund due, deliver a full refund 

to the Attorney General's office which shall forward the refund 

to the consumer(s); and it is further 
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days of the e~tr~ of ~his Jud~~ent a~d Ord~r, s~b~it an a!!ida-

vit to the A:tor~~y G~~~:al c/o As3ista~t ~:tor~2y General Susa~ 

Rowley, which sh3ll id~~tify each of re3?~~1~nts' products, 

including th~ con:~~~s of gach, and pro'lid~ copies of all 

labels, brochures, adverti3e~ents a~d any other writings con

taining product clai~s for each and every product sold ar.d/cr 

distributed by r~spond~nts; and it is furth2r 

VI I. 

ORDERED AND DECR£ED that respondents shall, within 80 

days of the entry of this Judgment and Order, submit an affida

vit to the Attorr.ey General, c/o Assistant Attorr.ey General 

Susan Rowley, which shall d~tail respondents compliance with 

decretal paragraph V Restitution Part A Public Notice and 

provide proof thereof; and it is further 

VIII. 

ORDERED AND DECREED that the entry of this Judgment 

and Order on Consent does not constitute acceptance or approval 

of any kind by the petitioners of any respondents' products, 

labeling, advertising, claims and/or brochures and respondents 

shall make no representation to the contrary; and it is further 

- 8 -
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CC:STS 

10271, s~nll r~ccv~r jointly and s~~e~al!y frorn res~cndents 

Ogun H~,bal ne~earch Inst!t~te d/b/a tSf~ H~rbal Rese3rch 

Instit~te, 616 Pacific Street, Drooklln, N~w York 11217; 

Alfredo Bow .. ~~n, 

-; Maa Bowrr:an, 

• and Fig Tree Products Company 

c/o :-,aa Bowrr:an, 80), Call!/ Cis9e, !;/'~ _C.Cij Pines, Pio 
11Lvt<-L Rli-~ ~t:t'a,t,1 >{: Piedras, Puerto Rico, 0092)\ as costs and the Attorney 

General shall have execution thereof; and it is further 

X 

CCNTI~-U:~c JURISDITICN 

ORDERED AND CECFEFO that this Court shall retain 

jurisdiction over this matter and, upon five ~ays' notice, 

petitioners may apply to the Court for such supplement 

relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

E N T E R 

J.s.c. 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF NEW YOPK: IAS PART 49 
--------------------------------------x 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, by 
ROBERT ABRAMS, Attorney General of 
the State of New York, 

Petitioners, 

- against -

OGUN HERBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

NOTICE OF ENTRY 

INDEX NO. 40396/87 
d/b/a USHA HERBAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE; 
ALFREDO BOWMAN a/k/a DR. SEBI; 
ANNETTE THOMAS; MAA BOWMAN; and FIG 
TREE PRODUCTS COMPANY, 

Respondents. 
--------------------------------------x 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the annexed is a true copy 

of the Judgement and Order on Consent granted by Justice 

Kenneth L. Shorter on June 7, 1988 and entered by the Clerk 

of the court on June 28, 1988. 

DATED: New York, New York 
July 24>, 1988 

~-) 

ROBERT ABRAMS 
Attorney General of the 

State of New York 
120 Broadway 
New York, NY 10271 

SOSAN ROWLEY 
Assistant Attorney General 
Tel. No. (212) 341-2294 
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